2i6                          Hitler's Lackey
Dr. Erich Klausener, the leader of the Catholic Action
and joint composer of Papen's speech, was sitting in his
office in the Ministry of Transport on the 30th June 1934.
Two men in uniform burst into his room and told him he
was under arrest. Klausener took it all for a misunder-
standing, but politely said he would willingly accompany
them to the police-station, in order to clear up the mistake.
He got up from his desk to take his hat from the stand.
At that moment two shots rang out. They hit Klausener
in the back of the head. With his hat on he fell face down-
wards on the floor, and was left lying on the floor to bleed
to death. Not until the next day was his corpse taken away
and burned. In the meantime nobody had bothered about
him.
Oberregierungsrat von Bohse, Papen's press chief, was
arrested and taken away. Like Dr. Jung, he vanished
without a trace. He was in charge of Papen's office and
had a dangerous card index of all the leading politicians.
Herr von Detten, Papen's private secretary, was shot.
A short time previously he had been placed in charge
of a separate office with the title c Office for Confessional
Peace in Germany'; cause enough to clear him out of
the way.
Another friend and collaborator of Papen's was Fritz
Beck. He was the creator and manager of the Munich
Students' House, which clothed and fed thousands of poor
students, *and procured them lodgings, books, fees and, in
case of need, work. He was charged with having relations
with the Catholic Action. On the afternoon of the soth
June he was detained at his house by a telephone call, and
a little later two S.S. men took him away. On Monday,
two days later, his body was found in a wood near by. He
was only recognised by a papal order which he wore round
his neck. His face was an unrecognisable mass.*
; On the morning of 30th June six men in plain clothes
* drove up to the villa of General Schleicher, the man who
* Details of these and similar incidents can be found in Konrad
HekJen*s book Adolf Hitler.